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Dear Friends,
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With Compliments
Dr. Oliver Massmann

International Attorney at Law
Certified Financial Accountant and Auditor
Partner - General Director of Duane Morris Vietnam LLC
Chairman of the Advisory Board of the German-Vietnamese Society and Delegate of the German-Vietnamese Society in Vietnam 


[bookmark: _Toc140757900][bookmark: _Toc141359479][bookmark: _Toc141965591][bookmark: _Toc142569940][bookmark: _Toc143174993][bookmark: _Toc143779695][bookmark: _Toc144384318][bookmark: _Toc144991134][bookmark: _Toc145601263][bookmark: _Toc146205281][bookmark: _Toc146808592][bookmark: _Toc147412047][bookmark: _Toc86326943][bookmark: _Toc86928716][bookmark: _Toc87533858][bookmark: _Toc88139969][bookmark: _Toc88827417][bookmark: _Toc89348590][bookmark: _Toc89954352][bookmark: _Toc90547123][bookmark: _Toc91162871][bookmark: _Toc92977885][bookmark: _Toc93582828][bookmark: _Toc94185870][bookmark: _Toc124758935][bookmark: _Toc126243192][bookmark: _Toc126844367][bookmark: _Toc127449229][bookmark: _Toc128057338][bookmark: _Toc128657891][bookmark: _Toc129265037][bookmark: _Toc129869279][bookmark: _Toc130472583][bookmark: _Toc131080422][bookmark: _Toc131684255]HEADLINES

FINANCE
CENTRAL BANK TARGETS CASHLESS PAYMENTS TO REACH 30 TIMES GDP BY 2030
VIETNAM TO STOP ACCEPTING PASSPORTS FOR BANKING TRANSACTIONS FROM 2026
ECONOMY
VIETNAM’S EXPORTS TO US SOAR TO RECORD LEVELS
VIETNAM'S DIGITAL ECONOMY HITS $39 BILLION, AI AND E-COMMERCE DRIVE GROWTH
INVESTMENT
HDF ENERGY PLANS $500 MILLION GREEN INVESTMENT IN VIETNAM
US FOOTWEAR FIRM ORTHOLITE OPENS NEW MANUFACTURING FACILITY IN VIETNAM
PROPERTY
INVESTMENT IN VIETNAM'S HOTEL MARKET FORECAST TO INCREASE TO $125 MILLION IN 2025
SOUTH KOREAN INVESTORS SEEK CLARITY ON IP LEASE EXTENSIONS
OIL&GAS&ENERGY&MINING
NEW CRITERIA PROPOSED FOR OFFSHORE WIND FUNDING
SIMULTANEOUS AMENDMENTS TO CIRCULARS 09 AND 12/2025 ON THE ELECTRICITY GENERATION PRICE FRAMEWORK AND ELECTRICITY IMPORT PRICES
LEGAL
FREE TRADE ZONE PROPOSED IN HO CHI MINH CITY
MANAGEMENT OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT AND OTHER FLYING VEHICLES TO BE TIGHTENED


[bookmark: _Toc215144372]FINANCE

[bookmark: _Toc214539934][bookmark: _Toc215144373]CENTRAL BANK TARGETS CASHLESS PAYMENTS TO REACH 30 TIMES GDP BY 2030
VET

[bookmark: _Toc215143731][bookmark: _Toc215144346][bookmark: _Toc215144374]The banking system processed more than 17.8 billion non-cash payment transactions with a total value of over VND260 quadrillion (nearly $10 trillion) in the first nine months of 2025.
The State Bank of Vietnam (SBV) has unveiled its Banking Sector Digital Transformation Strategy to 2030, setting an ambitious goal of increasing the value of cashless payments to 30 times the country’s GDP by the end of the decade.
Currently, non-cash payment value in Vietnam is equivalent to roughly 20 times  its GDP.
Under the strategy, the banking sector also aims for 95% of citizens aged 15 and older to hold a transaction account at a bank or licensed financial institution by 2030.
The SBV said the overarching objective is to provide banking services that are convenient, smart, user-friendly, easily accessible, multi-channel, multi-device compatible, and secure — thereby improving financial wellbeing for individuals and enhancing operational efficiency for businesses.
In the first nine months of 2025, the banking system processed more than 17.8 billion non-cash payment transactions with a total value of over VND260 quadrillion (nearly $10 trillion), marking increases of 43.23% in volume and 24.23% in value year-on-year. About 87% of the adult population currently has a payment account.
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[bookmark: _Toc215144375]VIETNAM TO STOP ACCEPTING PASSPORTS FOR BANKING TRANSACTIONS FROM 2026
VET

[bookmark: _Toc215143733][bookmark: _Toc215144348][bookmark: _Toc215144376]Customers must use a chip-based ID card, a standard ID card, or a level-2 electronic ID for identity verification.
Starting January 1, 2026, domestic banks will no longer accept passports as valid identification for Vietnamese citizens in any transactions, including payments, cash withdrawals, or card services, the Vietnam News Agency quoted a circular from the State Bank of Vietnam as reporting.
Under the new regulations, customers must use a chip-based ID card, a standard ID card, or a level-2 electronic ID for identity verification. Passports will no longer be considered valid identification documents for banking procedures.
The central bank said the tightened process aims to ensure accuracy, strengthen fraud and forgery prevention, and standardise data across the entire banking system.
From 2026, banks will only allow transactions after customers successfully authenticate their personal information and biometric data.
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[bookmark: _Toc215144378]VIETNAM’S EXPORTS TO US SOAR TO RECORD LEVELS
VNE

Exports to the U.S. in the first 10 months rose to a historic high, surpassing full-year 2024, driven by textiles and electronics.
They rose by 28% year-on-year to US$126 billion, accounting for more than 30% of all exports, according to Vietnam Customs.
Computers, electronic products and components rose by nearly 78% to more than $34 billion, supported by demand for AI servers, tech devices and components for semiconductor production.
Machinery and equipment shipments rose 9.2% to $19.6 billion, while those of phones and components edged up to $9 billion after being flat for two years.
A surge in exports of toys and sporting goods is also reshaping Vietnam’s export structure. After many U.S. companies shifted orders away from China, this category rose by more than 255% to $5.24 billion.
Agricultural and aquatic exports also saw a huge jump. Shipments of fruits and vegetable rose by 58.5%, coffee by 60% and rubber products by 51%.
Aquatic products, after a long period of steep decline, rebounded with 7.5% growth as U.S. inventories plunged and demand for premium seafood rebounded.
Textile and garment shipments recovered strongly with a 11.4% increase to $14.8 billion.
Some seafood companies in An Giang said shipments with clear origins and good quality still entered the U.S. market "fairly easily."
Many firms are also expanding into the halal segment and exploring markets with consumption patterns similar to the U.S.
Analysts said the export performance reflects a major shift in global supply chains. As U.S. companies reduce reliance on China due to high tariffs, Vietnam’s position in a variety of products is strengthening, they explained.
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[bookmark: _Toc215144379]VIETNAM'S DIGITAL ECONOMY HITS $39 BILLION, AI AND E-COMMERCE DRIVE GROWTH
VNN

Vietnam’s digital economy is on track to hit USD 39 billion by the end of 2025, reflecting a 17% growth from the previous year.
According to the e-Conomy SEA 2025 report released on November 25 by Google, Temasek, and Bain & Company, Vietnam ranks as the second-fastest-growing digital economy in Southeast Asia.
All major sectors - including e-commerce, tourism, and transportation - are posting double-digit growth rates.
E-commerce continues to dominate as the primary driver, accounting for two-thirds of the country’s gross merchandise value (GMV), with an expected contribution of USD 25 billion by year-end.
However, what sets 2025 apart is the deep integration of artificial intelligence (AI) into consumer behavior.
Online entertainment - including advertising, gaming, video-on-demand, and music streaming - is projected to contribute USD 6 billion. Vietnam plays a notable role in this area, with three of its game developers ranking in the global top 15 for downloads.
A key statistic stands out: 81% of Vietnamese users interact with AI tools daily, the highest rate in Southeast Asia.
Beyond early adoption, trust in AI is also remarkably high: 96% of respondents said they are willing to share data with AI agents in exchange for better experiences.
This engagement with AI has translated into measurable business results.
Revenue from AI-integrated apps in Vietnam surged 78% in the first half of 2025 alone.
Marc Woo, Managing Director of Google Vietnam, commented that the country’s digital environment is becoming increasingly dynamic and adaptive.
“With rapid digital economy growth and the highest AI adoption in the region, Vietnam is emerging as one of the most important markets in Southeast Asia’s digital transformation. It’s driving productivity and creating new value across sectors,” he said.
Investors pour millions into Vietnamese AI startups
The investment community is also responding positively to this trend.
Over the past year, AI startups in Vietnam have attracted USD 123 million in private capital. A remarkable 79% of investors expect funding to continue rising, particularly in sectors such as software, services, AI, and deep tech.
Beyond AI, video commerce is also experiencing explosive growth.
Vietnam now ranks as the second-largest video commerce market in Southeast Asia, with 1.3 billion transactions - up 60% year-on-year.
The number of sellers engaged in video-based sales has also increased by 60%, reaching 650,000 individuals.
This shift reflects Vietnamese consumers’ rapid transition from traditional e-commerce platforms to more interactive, content-driven shopping experiences.
Traditional pillars continue strong performance
Alongside these emerging trends, traditional digital economy pillars continue to thrive.
Transport and food delivery are projected to grow 20% to USD 5 billion.
Online travel is forecast to reach USD 4 billion, up 16% thanks to the return of international tourism and streamlined visa policies.
In digital finance, cashless payments remain on the rise, with total transaction value expected to hit USD 178 billion.
Erik Pot, partner at Bain & Company, emphasized Vietnam’s momentum despite global economic headwinds.
“With a USD 39 billion digital economy, Vietnam demonstrates how user trust and technology can combine to drive large-scale growth,” he stated.
Vietnam asserts global standing as digital powerhouse
According to Marc Woo, Vietnam is asserting itself as a global app powerhouse, topping the region in revenue growth.
With strong fundamentals, growing consumer trust, and rapid AI integration, the country is poised to become a digital leader not just in Southeast Asia, but on the global stage.
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[bookmark: _Toc215144381]HDF ENERGY PLANS $500 MILLION GREEN INVESTMENT IN VIETNAM
VIR
French group HDF Energy plans to invest $500 million in Vietnam across renewable energy, green transportation, and petrochemical refining.
HDF Energy shared its investment plans during a meeting with Bui Xuan Cuong, Vice Chairman of Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee, on November 20.
Tran Khanh Viet Dung, director of HDF Energy in Vietnam, said, “HDF Energy has maintained a representative office in Vietnam since 2022 and has collaborated with ministries, agencies, and state-owned enterprises in renewable energy, transportation, petrochemical refining, and more. We also have a portfolio of investment ventures in the pipeline in Vietnam with a total capital of $500 million.”
HDF Energy is seeking the municipal city’s support for its investments in green ventures, ranging from renewable energy to a hydro-powered water bus system along the Saigon River. Other collaborative projects include a green port at Can Gio and green-energy supply initiatives for the Con Dao Special Administrative Zone. The effort is coupled with the research and development of a hydrogen-powered inner-city railway line.
Cuong expressed his appreciation for HDF Energy’s ongoing and planned green projects in Vietnam, including initiatives in Ho Chi Minh City.
“Developing renewable energy and green transportation is essential to ensure energy security, sustainable economic growth, and environmental protection. Ho Chi Minh City aims to pursue development in line with this direction, and we hope HDF Energy will invest in green ventures here,” he said.
He added, “We are committed to facilitating progress and working closely with HDF Energy to ensure the projects are implemented efficiently and successfully in the city.”
HDF Energy has been intensifying its efforts to promote sustainable development in Vietnam. In June, the French company announced a partnership with Vietnam Maritime Corporation (VIMC), a leading state-owned enterprise in maritime transport, port operations, and logistics. The collaboration aims to deploy locally produced green hydrogen and HDF’s fuel cell technologies across VIMC’s operations, supporting the decarbonisation of Vietnam’s maritime sector.
In May, HDF Energy signed a major MoU with Southern Power Corporation in Hanoi to develop five renewable power plants, with a total investment of around $575 million, in off-grid and isolated island communities in the East Sea, southern Vietnam.
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[bookmark: _Toc215144382]US FOOTWEAR FIRM ORTHOLITE OPENS NEW MANUFACTURING FACILITY IN VIETNAM
VIR
OrthoLite, an American manufacturer of footwear materials, on November 21 announced the opening of a new facility in Ninh Binh.
This key milestone marks a significant step forward in OrthoLite ’s strategy to localise the entire product creation process from end-to-end while strengthening the company's production capabilities to better support regional and global brand partners.
OrthoLite North Vietnam (ONV) is a state-of-the-art manufacturing facility that catalyses local-for-local production and service. OrthoLite's commitment to the northern Vietnam region furthers its unique global vertical integration strategy and investment in its owned and operated facilities.
Led by country manager Michael Hsu, the new ONV facility offers local production, which reduces lead times and enhances supply chain resilience. OrthoLite's global quality standards ensure consistency and excellence across all foam formulations, assuring the highest standards while qualifying new programmes, reducing waste, and launching advanced digital monitoring tools for transparency and reliability.
“The northern Vietnam region represents part of OrthoLite's global production strategy to align our factories and provide efficient and exemplary service directly to our local partners and tier 1 factories,” said Hsu. “With this strategic expansion, OrthoLite is well positioned to deliver high-performance comfort solutions locally for global brands.”
On October 30, Coats announced the completion of its acquisition of OrthoLite, which specialises in open-cell foam insole technology. The acquisition of OrthoLite is the latest step in Coats' ambition to shape the future of the global apparel and footwear supply chain through innovation, sustainability, and digital technologies that improve quality, efficiency, and performance.
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[bookmark: _Toc215144384]INVESTMENT IN VIETNAM'S HOTEL MARKET FORECAST TO INCREASE TO $125 MILLION IN 2025
VIR

[bookmark: _Toc215143742][bookmark: _Toc215144357][bookmark: _Toc215144385]As of July 2025, the market recorded over 185,000 rooms across 1,500 lodging facilities, with the upscale to luxury segment accounting for 57 per cent of the total supply.
According to the Vietnam Hotel Market 2025 report by JLL and DN Lega, the hotel supply has been growing at a compound annual growth rate of 7 per cent up to 2024.
As of July 2025, the market recorded over 185,000 rooms across 1,500 lodging facilities, with the upscale to luxury segment accounting for 57 per cent of the total supply.
Ho Chi Minh City, Hanoi, and Da Nang are the three main markets, contributing 14 per cent, 13 per cent, and 12 per cent of the national supply, respectively. 
Notably, hotels have maintained a 20 per cent growth compared to the same period last year, thanks to a continuously increasing room occupancy rate. Revenue per available room, calculated in local currency, has increased by an average of 21 per cent annually from 2020 to 2024.
Mr. Karan Khanijou, Senior Vice President of JLL's Asia Hotel & Hospitality Investment Division, noted that the hotel investment market is attracting attention, with recent transactions yielding returns of 6 per cent to 7.5 per cent, approaching investors' expectations of 8 per cent to 9 per cent.
Based on market trends and potential deals, JLL forecasts that hotel investment volume in Vietnam could increase from $100 million to $125 million in 2025, reflects confidence in the market's growth foundation and the increasing appeal of domestic and international investment capital.
According to JLL representatives, Vietnam is undergoing comprehensive legal reforms to create an unprecedented favorable investment environment.
Specifically, the Land Law 2024, effective from August 2024, allows for flexible land price adjustments within a year instead of the previous five-year cycle, providing greater transparency in land valuation.
Notably, the Vietnamese government is also restructuring its administration to create a more streamlined administrative system, opening up significant opportunities for upgrading transportation networks, service quality, and lodging facilities.
The tourism sector also aims to contribute 8.3-8.5 per cent of GDP in 2025. To achieve this, the government is implementing initiatives to position Vietnam as a leading tourist destination in Southeast Asia.
Looking ahead to 2026, Mr. Khanijou remains optimistic, expecting an increase in standard hotel supply and investment transactions. However, the biggest challenge remains selecting and filtering assets that meet the standards to attract institutional investors, as the actual supply is still quite limited.
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[bookmark: _Toc215144386]SOUTH KOREAN INVESTORS SEEK CLARITY ON IP LEASE EXTENSIONS
VIR

South Korean investors are urging the Vietnamese government to introduce clearer policies for extending operations in the country’s industrial parks, as many face the imminent expiry of land leases and project terms.
In mid-November, a group of South Korean enterprises submitted documents to the Korean Chamber of Commerce in Vietnam (KoCham), highlighting the difficulties they face in securing extensions for their operations within industrial parks (IPs).
With industrial land leases or project terms approaching expiration, the absence of mechanisms for continued operation could force these companies into difficult decisions, including scaling back or withdrawing from the Vietnamese market. This situation leads to losses for the enterprises from a sustainable development perspective and could weaken confidence in Vietnam’s overall investment environment.
"To address this issue, we respectfully propose that enterprises whose terms have expired be provided with guidance and allocated alternative land within the same or nearby IPs," said Ko Tae Yeon, chairman of KoCham. "We also recommend that a formal mechanism be established to permit contract extensions for enterprises that meet specific conditions, thereby enabling them to continue their operations stably and sustainably,"
“In particular, we suggest that priority for such extensions be granted to enterprises that have contributed to Vietnam's economic development since the early 1990s, as well as those that have demonstrated a strong commitment to long-term investment in the country,” he added
In the first 10 months of 2025, South Korea was one of the top foreign investors in Vietnam with $627 million, accounting for 4.5 per cent of the total.
Vietnam is host to several major technology giants from South Korea, including Samsung and LG. Samsung Electronics had invested $23.2 billion in Vietnam by mid-February this year, making it the largest foreign investor in the country. The number of Vietnamese vendors in the Samsung Vietnam ecosystem has reached 306.
LG's key plants in Vietnam, namely LG Innotek Vietnam Haiphong, LG Electronics Vietnam Haiphong, and LG Display Vietnam Haiphong, recorded a total revenue of 10.3 billion in 2024, up over 9.6 per cent on-year.
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[bookmark: _Toc215144388]NEW CRITERIA PROPOSED FOR OFFSHORE WIND FUNDING
[bookmark: _Toc215143746][bookmark: _Toc215144361][bookmark: _Toc215144389]VIR
The government proposes that offshore wind power investors must have a minimum chartered capital of $400 million and equity capital of no less than 15 per cent of the total investment.
On November 24, the Standing Committee of the National Assembly gave comments on the draft resolution to remove difficulties for national energy development towards 2030.
In the draft, the government added regulations on the development of offshore wind (OSW) power. Enterprises conducting surveys for such projects must also meet three conditions: electricity production and business as their registered business line, possessing a minimum charter capital of $400 million, and equity capital of at least 15 per cent of the total approved investment.
Before 2031, the government plans to assign provincial-level People’s Committees the authority to approve the investment policy for related projects. If only one investor submits a proposal, the provincial people’s committee will conduct an appraisal to approve the investment policy in accordance with regulations.
For projects with two or more investors registering interest, the selected enterprise will be determined based on priority criteria: first, project location offering the lower expected electricity price; followed by lower preliminary capital, stronger financial capacity of the enterprise, and earlier submission of a valid application dossier.
The government also proposes that relevant projects be exempted or reduced from sea area usage fees. In addition, throughout the loan repayment period, such ventures selling electricity to the national grid will be guaranteed a minimum off-take contract of 90 per cent of its multi-year average electricity output.
Minister of Industry and Trade Nguyen Hong Dien said, “There are many proposals from both domestic and foreign investors to conduct field surveys and obtain investment policy approval for OSW power projects. Vietnam currently lacks basic survey data needed for development, and also lacks synchronised port infrastructure to support this sector by 2030.”
Therefore, a superior mechanism is needed to accelerate the implementation of projects already included in the approved power master plan, especially those scheduled to come online in 2030-2035, Minister Dien said.
According to the adjusted Power Development Plan VIII, Vietnam will have 6,000MW of OSW power by 2030 and 17,500MW by 2035. By 2050, the capacity of this power source is expected to reach 113,000-139,000MW.
National Assembly Chairman Tran Thanh Man, meanwhile, requested clarification in the draft resolution regarding the form of indirect government guarantees for corporations and enterprises, and a comprehensive assessment of the impact of this regulation on public debt safety and fiscal stability.
He also asked the drafting agency to pay attention to provisions on direct power purchase mechanisms, or whether the electricity price in power purchase agreements is calculated in USD.
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[bookmark: _Toc215144390]SIMULTANEOUS AMENDMENTS TO CIRCULARS 09 AND 12/2025 ON THE ELECTRICITY GENERATION PRICE FRAMEWORK AND ELECTRICITY IMPORT PRICES
VIETNAMENERGY

The Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT) has issued Circular No. 54/2025/TT-BCT, which simultaneously amends Circular No. 09/2025/TT-BCT and Circular No. 12/2025/TT-BCT related to the electricity generation price framework, electricity import prices, and the methodology for determining electricity generation service prices. These amendments aim to update pricing formulas and criteria while expanding the scope of application to better reflect practical requirements in the operation of Vietnam’s electricity market.
Under Circular 54, multiple provisions in Circular 09 have been revised. Notably, several additional categories of power plants are now required to apply the new generation price framework, including:
· Power plants that have reached the end of their applicable tariff period or power purchase agreements;
· BOT projects that have completed the transfer process to the State.
· Small-scale renewable energy plants are no longer eligible for the avoided cost tariff mechanism.
As a result, the generation price framework will become an important reference for market participants once their preferential periods or long-term contracts expire.
Circular 54 also clearly defines the scope of regulation, applying to organizations and enterprises that own or operate power plants within Vietnam’s territory. Certain entities are excluded, such as strategic multi-purpose hydropower plants; renewable energy projects still receiving avoided cost tariff incentives; units dedicated to providing ancillary services; and standalone battery energy storage systems.
A significant new development is the introduction of the concept of the “flexible power plant” into legal documents for the first time. This includes plants using Reciprocating Internal Combustion Engine (RICE) technology or Aero-GT aeroderivative gas turbines—both capable of rapid start-up and modular configuration, suitable for balancing real-time supply and demand and stabilizing the grid amid the growing share of renewable energy.
In addition, concepts and calculation methods relating to pumped storage hydropower plants have been updated, accurately reflecting the characteristics of energy storage technologies that use elevation differences between reservoirs to pump and generate electricity as required by the system.
Circular 54/2025/TT-BCT also revises several components in the methodology for determining the electricity generation price framework, including the calculation of investment costs, discount rates, loan interest rates, domestic and foreign capital structures, and other mandatory input parameters. These parameters are now clearly regulated in terms of data sources, averaging periods, and legal bases to ensure transparency, scientific consistency, and ease of implementation.
Circular 54 will take effect on November 21, 2025. During implementation, if any issues arise, relevant organizations and individuals are required to report them for review and adjustment by the Ministry of Industry and Trade to ensure alignment with actual market conditions and system operation requirements.

Back to Top



[bookmark: _Toc215144391]LEGAL

[bookmark: _Toc215144392]FREE TRADE ZONE PROPOSED IN HO CHI MINH CITY
VET

[bookmark: _Toc215143750][bookmark: _Toc215144393]The Government has proposed piloting special mechanisms and policies for the development of Ho Chi Minh City, including the establishment of a Free Trade Zone.
The National Assembly Standing Committee on November 24 reviewed draft resolutions that amend and supplement special incentives for Ho Chi Minh City and central Da Nang city . 
According to the Government’s submission, the draft Resolution amending and supplementing certain provisions of Resolution No. 98/2023/QH15 on piloting special mechanisms and policies for the development of Ho Chi Minh City includes new provisions on the establishment of a Free Trade Zone (FTZ).
The draft sets out a comprehensive legal framework comprising seven key policies for the HCM City FTZ. These include decentralising authority to the municipal People’s Committee to decide on the establishment, expansion and adjustment of FTZ boundaries; empowering the municipal People’s Council to regulate relevant procedures, placing the Ho Chi Minh City Exporting Processing and Industrial Zones Authority in direct charge, specifying customs authority management, allowing land allocation and leasing without auctions or bidding for FTZ investment projects (except commercial housing).
It also covers reforming administrative procedures and investment conditions; offering corporate income tax and personal income tax breaks for experts, scientists and skilled workers; and permitting foreign-currency pricing and settlements inside the zone.
The NA Standing Committee also commented on a draft resolution amending and supplementing several provisions of the NA's Resolution No. 136/2024/QH15 on the organisation of urban administration and the pilot implementation of special mechanisms and policies for the development of Da Nang city. The draft Resolution also adds several provisions related to a FTZ in the central city.
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VLLF


The enactment of Government Decree 288/2025/ND-CP aims to create an important legal framework for the management, exploitation and use of civil flying vehicles that are rapidly developing in scale and technology.
	


With eight chapters arranged in 35 articles and effective as of November 5, Government Decree 288/2025/ND-CP, providing the management of unmanned aircraft and other flying vehicles, details and guides the implementation of a number of clauses and articles of the 2024 Law on People’s Air Defense. It applies to Vietnamese and foreign agencies, organizations and individuals engaged in activities related to unmanned aircraft and other flying vehicles in Vietnam.
As per the Decree, the registration of an unmanned aircraft or a flying vehicle must satisfy the conditions on origin, technical standards, and legal dossiers.
• The owner of an unmanned aircraft or flying vehicle must have papers proving the title over it. For imported aircraft, an import license and customs declaration are required; other cases require an invoice from a legal trading unit, a decision from a competent agency or transfer documents.
• The aircraft must conform to the relevant standards and technical regulations issued or recognized by the Ministry of National Defense.
• Aircraft that are assembled or manufactured by their owners before the effective date of this Decree or those currently in the research-testing phase must be inspected and issued certificates of technical standard conformity by manufacturers or entities recognized by competent state agencies. Their owners must have documents proving their lawful ownership or commit to bearing responsibility for their lawfulness.
The Decree also stipulates that the dossier for first time aircraft registration in Vietnam must include letter of confirmation from the customs office permitting import or letter of confirmation of a legal entity eligible for manufacturing or assembling that specific type of aircraft. Aircraft owned by the Ministry of National Defense and the Ministry of Public Security are exempt from this requirement.
Decree 288 also sets stringent requirements for operators and flight activities. It states that the operator is required to have the aircraft registration certificate or temporary registration that remains valid. The person directly controlling an unmanned aircraft or other flying vehicles, except ultra-light aircraft weighing under 0.25 kilogram, must reach the age of 18 years and is prohibited from using alcohol, drugs or banned stimulants.
Operators of vehicles weighing 0.25 kilogram or more must have “visual line of sight” flight control licenses. In case of operating vehicles weighing 0.25 kilogram or more, flying beyond visual line of sight or flying along a pre-programmed route via a control center, a flight control license for observation by equipment or an international certificate recognized by the Ministry of National Defense is required.
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