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Dear Friends,
[Thank you for your interest in this topic. You have informed me that you wish to receive this newsletter. This communication may be considered promotional in nature.] If you no longer wish to receive any promotional communications from Dr. Oliver Massmann, please respond to this email and put "UNSUBSCRIBE ALL" in the subject line. Thank you!

With Compliments
Dr. Oliver Massmann

International Attorney at Law
Certified Financial Accountant and Auditor
Partner - General Director of Duane Morris Vietnam LLC
Chairman of the Advisory Board of the German-Vietnamese Society and Delegate of the German-Vietnamese Society in Vietnam 
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[bookmark: _Toc227242435]Vietnam Investment Review interviewing lawyer in Vietnam Dr. Oliver Massmann - Reshaping Vietnam’s Industrial Real Estate: Resilience, Efficiency, and the Rise of Integrated Ecosystems
Dr. Oliver Massmann – Duane Morris Vietnam LLC
 
1. As global supply chains continue to face disruption risks driven by geopolitical tensions and rising logistics costs, in your view, how should Vietnam’s industrial real estate sector adjust its development strategy to maintain its appeal to international investors?
Answer: Geopolitical shifts are not just risks, they are catalysts for Vietnam to accelerate its "Quality over Quantity" evolution. To maintain its appeal, Vietnam’s industrial real estate sector should transition from providing just land to providing resilient ecosystems. The adjustments should focus on:
(i)                  Moving beyond core hubs (like Bac Ninh or Binh Duong) into satellite provinces. This de-risking through geographic spread allows investors to find scalable land banks at more competitive entry points.
(ii)                Vietnam’s neutral and stable geopolitical stance acts as a safe harbor. By streamlining administrative procedures and enhancing legal transparency, the sector provides a predictable environment that offsets the volatility seen elsewhere in the world.
2. Rising oil prices are putting significant pressure on transportation, production, and industrial park operating costs. How might this affect FDI enterprises’ decisions regarding land leasing, factory expansion, or the relocation of production chains in Vietnam? 
Answer: While rising oil prices create short-term pressure, they are forcing a long-overdue efficiency revolution that might benefit FDI enterprises in the long run. In my opinion, the pressure of energy costs could influence FDI decisions in several positive ways:
(i)                  Instead of isolated factories, we can see a trend toward industry clustering. By co-locating with suppliers within the same industrial park, enterprises are drastically reducing transportation costs and fuel consumption.
(ii)                Higher road transport costs are accelerating the government's push for multimodal transport. Enterprises can look for leasing land near deep-sea or areas with strong inland waterway connectivity to bypass expensive trucking.
(iii)              Rising costs is a "nudge" towards automation. FDI can seek to expand their footprints within Vietnam using "Smart Factory" technologies that consume less energy and require fewer logistical movements.
3. As businesses increasingly prioritise supply chain resilience, could the development of industrial parks integrated with logistics facilities, green energy solutions, and smart infrastructure become Vietnam’s next competitive advantage in attracting investment capital?
Answer: Absolutely. Such a model is no longer a luxury, it is Vietnam’s next "Blue Ocean" strategy. Such a model offers two distinct advantages:
(i)                  Multinational corporations (MNCs) have strict net-zero targets. Industrial parks that offer rooftop solar, water recycling, and waste-to-energy solutions allow these firms to meet global ESG standards effortlessly, making Vietnam a more attractive destination than regional peers who still rely heavily on fossil fuels.
(ii)                By building "Logistics-linked Industrial Zones," we eliminate the gap between production and distribution. This "one-stop infrastructure” reduces overheads and makes the supply chain more resilient to external shocks.
***
For more information on the above, please do not hesitate to contact the author Dr. Oliver Massmann under omassmann@duanemorris.com. Dr. Oliver Massmann is the General Director of Duane Morris Vietnam LLC.
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[bookmark: _Toc227242437]Vietnam - Australia fintech cooperation strengthens legal framework for IFC
VET

[bookmark: _Toc227242438]A fintech and regtech cooperation programme between the two countries is gaining traction as both work to support the development of a robust legal and institutional foundation for Vietnam's International Financial Centre.
The Australian Trade and Investment Commission (Austrade) has led a delegation of nine Australian fintech and regtech companies to Vietnam under the Landing Pad Vietnam Fintech and Regtech Immersion Program 2026.
The programme connects Australian solution providers with Vietnamese banks and financial institutions to support the development of secure, inclusive, and modern financial services, in line with Vietnam’s digital transformation agenda. It also builds on the Memorandum of Understanding signed in June 2025 between Austrade and the Vietnam Banks Association, reaffirming Australia’s long-term commitment to Vietnam’s financial sector.
Running from April 14 to 16, the programme was launched in Ho Chi Minh City and will conclude in Hanoi, offering the delegation insights into Vietnam’s banking trends, regulatory priorities, and market opportunities, while fostering potential partnerships.
Speaking at the event, Ms. Emma McDonald, Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner of the Australian Government to Vietnam and Cambodia, said the programme is designed to foster direct, in-market exchanges. “We are confident this engagement will generate additional Australia–Vietnam commercial partnerships, contributing to a financial ecosystem that is resilient, trusted and globally connected, combining Vietnam’s characteristics with Australia’s technological solutions,” she said.
Vietnam is not only accelerating digital transformation across its banking sector but also laying the foundation for a broader strategy. The development of its International Financial Centre in Ho Chi Minh City reflects a clear ambition to position Vietnam as a globally connected financial hub.
Increasingly, what defines a successful financial centre is not just capital or infrastructure, but the ability to build trusted, data-driven and inclusive financial ecosystems where risks can be effectively managed and cross-border activities can take place with confidence.
Vietnam’s strong fundamentals, including a young population, macroeconomic stability, and sustained GDP and foreign direct investment growth, position it as a potential digital hub in the region. Government initiatives are reinforcing this momentum, notably the establishment of Vietnam's International Financial Centre in Ho Chi Minh City and Da Nang and the rollout of regulatory sandbox mechanisms for areas such as credit scoring, open API-based data sharing, peer-to-peer lending, and digital assets.
Australia, in turn, brings a mature fintech ecosystem ranked sixth globally and second in the Asia-Pacific, with nearly 900 active firms. Australian companies have developed strong capabilities in regulatory technology, cybersecurity, data governance, payments infrastructure, and digital assets within a highly regulated and trusted financial environment.
During the programme, participating firms showcased solutions spanning digital assets, fraud prevention, scam detection, and cybersecurity. Beyond providing technologies, these firms are also shaping how modern financial systems operate, particularly in risk management, compliance, and data governance - areas that are increasingly central to building investor confidence.
A seminar held in collaboration with Vietnam's International Financial Center in Ho Chi Minh City focused on advancing the next phase of Vietnam’s banking transformation and identifying international partnership opportunities. Discussions covered both policy frameworks and technical requirements, including cybersecurity, anti-money laundering, identity verification, risk management, payments infrastructure, and digital assets.
According to Mr. Rich McClellan, CEO of Vietnam's International Finacial Centre in Ho Chi Minh City, the development of the centre follows a three-phase roadmap: legal framework development, institutional setup, and market expansion. While 2025 is expected to complete the legal foundation, 2026 marks the institutional activation phase, with full market operations anticipated in 2027.
Vietnam has moved from a Politburo resolution to an operational institutional framework in less than 18 months, a pace considered rapid by international standards. However, the current focus remains on building and testing core systems rather than pursuing rapid expansion.
The development of an international financial centre requires globally aligned compliance and supervisory frameworks. New institutions, including regulatory bodies and specialised courts, must be equipped with advanced technological systems from the outset. This creates strong demand for international expertise, with Australia seen as a suitable partner given its experience in a transparent and tightly regulated financial system.
Vietnam's stock market will be upgraded from a frontier market to a secondary emerging market in September this year, following the latest mid-cycle review released by global index provider FTSE Russell on April 8. Its secondary emerging market could attract significant inflows from global investment funds and heighten international interest in the country’s financial infrastructure. This further underscores the importance of establishing a solid regulatory and technological foundation.
While the programme is not aimed at immediate deal-making, it is intended to help Australian firms better understand Vietnam’s development trajectory and position themselves for future opportunities. Looking ahead, continued efforts to refine the legal framework, strengthen institutional capacity, and enhance data governance will be essential.
In the longer term, deeper Vietnam - Australia collaboration in fintech and regtech is expected to improve the efficiency and resilience of Vietnam’s financial system, while supporting innovation and sustainable development as the country integrates more deeply into global financial markets.
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[bookmark: _Toc227242440]Under current rules, licensed entities are only allowed to import gold bars and raw gold with a purity of at least 99.5%.

The State Bank of Vietnam  (SBV) has received 11 applications from enterprises and commercial banks seeking licences to produce gold barsSpeaking at a press briefing on April 14, Mr. Dao Xuan Tuan, Director of the Foreign Exchange Management Department under the SBV, said the central bank is coordinating with relevant ministries and agencies to appraise the applications and grant licences to qualified entities in line with current regulations.
Following the issuance of production licences, the State Bank will also consider granting permits for the import of raw gold materials to eligible organisations. Licensing decisions will be based on monetary policy objectives and the balance of gold supply and demand, while complying with existing legal frameworks.
Under current rules, licensed entities are only allowed to import gold bars and raw gold with a purity of at least 99.5%. They must disclose applicable standards, weight and purity levels, and are legally responsible for the accuracy of such information.
In addition to quality requirements, firms must establish internal regulations governing import-export activities, ensure transaction safety, and maintain data systems to track partners, volumes, purity and transaction values. All data must be connected to and shared with the central bank.
Imported raw gold may only be used for specific purposes, including gold bar production, jewellery manufacturing or resale to licensed entities, ensuring transparency and proper use in the market.
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Under the early stabilisation scenario, we are projecting about 7.2 per cent growth for Việt Nam for 2026 and about 7 per cent for 2027, said the country director at ADB Vietnam.
	

	


Việt Nam's economy is expected to remain one of Southeast Asia's strongest performers in 2026, but sustaining that momentum will require faster reforms to raise productivity, deepen capital markets and accelerate the transition to cleaner energy.
Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of a recent conference, Shantanu Chakraborty, country director at Asian Development Bank Vietnam, shared insights into Việt Nam's macroeconomic prospects and development in the short term.
How does ADB assess Việt Nam's macroeconomic outlook for 2026?
Under the early stabilisation scenario, we are projecting about 7.2 per cent growth for Việt Nam in 2026 and about 7 per cent for 2027.
These figures underpin the very strong economic fundamentals, the strong boost in public investment and also essentially the strong export-orientated action taken by the country last year.
However, maintaining such high growth will depend on whether the country can improve the quality of its growth rather than rely solely on low-cost manufacturing and external demand.
To sustain this high and resilient growth, the country needs to focus on raising productivity and efficiency of its production, strengthening the financial and capital markets to ensure access by investors to long-term capital and, most importantly, focusing on energy security and transitioning towards green and clean energy.
How does ADB view Việt Nam's role in global and regional supply chains?
Việt Nam is already deeply integrated into global value chains, particularly through its manufacturing sector. We have seen for decades how the country has built up its strong manufacturing base.
However, the level of domestic value addition remains limited.
The advantage that Việt Nam has provided in terms of low labour costs is not a long-term sustainable advantage. The country needs to increase its value-added contribution within supply chains.
Four key areas were identified to support Việt Nam's transition to higher value-added growth.
The first is improving the business environment to attract higher-quality investors and give businesses more confidence.
You need a much stronger business-enabling environment and a high degree of transparency in the ease of doing business so that quality investors can come.
The second is greater access to long-term financing. You need a stronger deepening of the capital markets, both equity and debt, and that also requires regulatory action.
The third is better infrastructure, especially as Việt Nam competes for investment in regional supply chains. Despite improvements through public investment and private participation, more remains to be done in transport, logistics and energy.
The final requirement is a more skilled workforce. The availability of skilled labour is very important as the country seeks to move up the value chain, especially as there is strong government focus on AI, fintech and green growth.
How is Việt Nam approaching energy transition and green growth? And what challenges are slowing the energy transition?
As a major consumer of fossil fuels, Việt Nam plays a very important role in Southeast Asia and has been taking the right steps to transition towards a sustainable and green growth model.
Green growth is a central pillar of ADB's engagement with Việt Nam, alongside the country's commitment to net-zero emissions by 2050 and participation in regional energy initiatives.
We are seeing early signs of success in terms of the number of projects that are becoming financeable.
Nevertheless, policy uncertainty, infrastructure bottlenecks and limited financing remain the three biggest barriers.
For example, renewable energy in the southern part of Việt Nam requires robust transmission and distribution networks to move electricity to the country's main demand centres in the north.
Investment in renewable energy has also slowed after an earlier boom under the country's previous power development plan.
We saw a flurry of investments in the clean energy generation space, but that again seems to have slowed slightly and we need to rejuvenate investment in the clean energy sector.
To accelerate progress while keeping electricity affordable, we need stronger planning and a more predictable regulatory environment. We need greater mobilisation of private investment.
Energy diversification will be essential. There should be more focus on offshore wind and battery energy storage systems.
How can Việt Nam mobilise more private investment for infrastructure and climate projects?
Improving project preparation and reducing delays will be essential.
We have seen on both the public and private sector sides that while there are many projects being announced and many moving forward, when it comes to ensuring bankability and best-in-class practices in terms of risk-sharing and structuring, there are shortcomings on both sides.
So I would say that, to attract more capital, the focus should be on expediting project preparation.
What reforms are most urgent to improve productivity and growth quality?
Recent policy changes have already made progress in improving the business environment and governance.
We had Resolution 68, which put the private sector at the centre of the country's growth, along with reforms to streamline official development assistance procedures.
Ongoing administrative restructuring and decentralisation are seen as factors affecting decision-making and project implementation.
There is also a need to strengthen human capital and expand public-private partnerships (PPP).
PPP is another area where there is significant scope for further work, particularly in infrastructure sectors such as transport and energy.
Moreover, additional capacity is needed to train people in areas such as AI, science and technology, biotech and fintech.
The setting up of an international financial centre (IFC) is a very positive step in that direction because it helps create an ecosystem that can attract long-term private capital. 
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Việt Nam’s medical tourism market, valued at about US$700 million in 2024, is projected to reach nearly $4 billion by 2033, growing around 18 per cent annually, highlighting its strong potential.
	


The Ministry of Health is seeking public feedback on a draft project to develop high-quality medical services and promote medical tourism, attracting both domestic and international patients.
Under the project, by 2030, five key localities, namely Hà Nội, HCM City, Đà Nẵng, Quảng Ninh and Khánh Hòa, will pilot integrated medical tourism models combining hospitals, hotels, resorts and travel services.
According to the ministry, Việt Nam’s medical tourism market was valued at approximately US$700 million in 2024 and is projected to expand to nearly $4 billion by 2033, representing an average annual growth rate of around 18 per cent. The figures underscore the sector’s considerable potential.
Việt Nam benefits from several competitive advantages, including relatively low costs, a highly skilled medical workforce, and the capability to perform complex procedures in fields such as cardiology, organ transplantation, in vitro fertilisation (IVF), and dentistry. These strengths position the country to compete with established regional medical hubs.
To capitalise on this potential, the ministry is formulating a development strategy for high-quality healthcare services for the 2025–2030 period. The initiative aims to attract high-spending patients while also reducing the number of Vietnamese citizens seeking treatment abroad.
The plan further envisages establishing at least 15 internationally accredited hospitals by 2030, including five public institutions. In parallel, service packages will be diversified to include advanced medical treatment, traditional medicine combined with wellness retreats, and comprehensive healthcare packages.
Towards an integrated healthcare–wellness ecosystem
In 2026, healthcare in the capital – one of the five target localities of the draft project – is set to prioritise infrastructure upgrades, modern equipment, workforce training, and the application of artificial intelligence in early diagnosis. Major projects, including the expansion of the local oncology, cardiology and paediatric hospitals, are expected to be rolled out alongside modern rehabilitation and therapeutic care complexes.
From a business perspective, integrated treatment-and-leisure models are also beginning to take shape. Notably, Vinmec Ocean Park 2 International Hospital has introduced a model in which patients receive treatment within private villa-style settings, combining round-the-clock medical care with a high-end resort environment.
Commenting on development, Đỗ Tân Khoa, director of the Traditional Medicine Hospital of HCM City, emphasised that traditional medicine is being identified as a key pillar of the healthcare sector, particularly in attracting international visitors. Beyond treatment, it offers services focused on wellness, rehabilitation, and quality-of-life enhancement – areas of growing interest among foreign patients.
Meanwhile, Trần Quang Huy, director of the Chim Cánh Cụt Travel Service JSC, noted that regional administrative restructuring has enabled travel firms to diversify their products. Previously centred on HCM City with basic services such as dental care, tour packages can now incorporate a broader range of options from specialised dental treatment to cosmetic procedures and wellness retreats.
According to Bùi Thị Ngọc Hiếu, deputy director of HCM City’s Department of Tourism, between 30 - 40 per cent of patients seeking medical treatment in the city come from other provinces or overseas. While most international patients originate from neighbouring countries such as Cambodia and Laos, there has also been a notable growth in other markets, including the US, Australia, Canada and Japan, as well as overseas Vietnamese communities.
Deputy Minister of Health Trần Văn Thuấn affirmed that Việt Nam’s competitive costs, improving medical expertise, and rich tradition of traditional medicine not only enhance domestic healthcare services but also open a promising new avenue for the country’s tourism and healthcare industries. 
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[bookmark: _Toc227242447]Consortium to invest in Can Gio transshipment port
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A consortium of Vietnam International Maritime Corporation (VIMC), Saigon Port, and Terminal Investment Limited Holding has been selected to invest in Can Gio International Transshipment Port.
According to Vietnamese media on April 13, Ho Chi Minh City People's Committee approved the investor consortium for Can Gio International Transshipment Port. The venture has total capital of $4.96 billion, of which 15 per cent will come from investors and the remainder mobilised from other sources.
Terminal Investment Limited Holding, a member of Swiss shipping and logistics giant MSC, will contribute 46 per cent of the capital to the consortium. Meanwhile, VIMC and Saigon Port hold 36 per cent and 15 per cent, respectively.
Can Gio International Transshipment Port covers 571 hectares, with a total main berth length of 7.5 km. The venture has a designed capacity of 4.8 million. The port is designed with cargo throughput of 4.8 million TEUs by 2030 and 16.9 million TEUs by 2047. In the first phase, the port will feature 2-4 berths capable of handling vessels of up to 250,000 tonnes, with long-term expansion to 13 berths.
According to the requirements set by the municipal people's committee, investors are not permitted to transfer the venture within 10 years from the land allocation. They must disburse at least VND50 trillion ($1.92 billion) in the first 10 years and complete the venture within 20 years. The venture will operate for 50 years.
The investor selection marks a significant step forward in Vietnam’s strategy to upgrade its seaport system. Currently, the majority of Vietnam's international container cargo must be transshipped through regional hubs such as Singapore or Malaysia, leading to higher logistics costs and continued reliance on foreign infrastructure.
Once operational, Can Gio Port is expected to help Vietnam gradually gain greater autonomy in the global supply chain. The port is envisioned as a key gateway linking international shipping routes with the domestic logistics network, particularly in the Southeast region and the Mekong Delta.
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HCM City could meet its full-year foreign direct investment target by mid-2026, as second-quarter inflows are projected to reach a record US$8.9 billion.
According to Hoàng Vũ Thảnh, director of the municipal Department of Finance, the southern economic hub attracted around $2.9 billion worth of FDI in the first quarter.
The amount is expected to surge sharply in the April–June period, potentially marking the largest quarterly inflow ever recorded by the city.
If realised, total FDI inflows by the end of June would reach roughly $11 billion, the city’s full-year target for 2026.
The projection was presented at the fifth meeting of the city Party Committee held on April 1.
Key projects driving the expected surge include the Cần Giờ international transshipment port, Nhà Bè Metrocity GS, a smart complex in Functional Zone 2a of the Thủ Thiêm New Urban Area, an AI data centre in Tân Phú Trung Industrial Park, and projects led by Evolution DC VN HCM City.
Thảnh described the second quarter as a breakthrough period for FDI attraction, noting that administrative procedures for several major projects have been largely completed and are expected to be finalised soon.
With the annual target already within reach, the city anticipates attracting an additional $2 billion in FDI over the remaining two quarters.
Trương Minh Huy Vũ, director of the city Institute for Development Studies, said the sharp rise in FDI inflows in the first quarter, up 219 per cent year-on-year, reflects sustained confidence among international investors despite global uncertainties.
He also highlighted strong domestic business sentiment, with newly established enterprises increasing by 47 per cent.
Total new and additional capital reached nearly VNĐ254 trillion ($10 billion), signalling optimism in the private sector.
To enhance investment efficiency, the city is continuing to review and publicise planning frameworks, project portfolios, land funds, and infrastructure systems, including logistics networks, to ensure readiness for incoming investors.
Efforts are also under way to expand industrial land, high-tech zones and logistics infrastructure, while restructuring industrial parks, export processing zones and functional areas to align with new development orientations.
The city is shifting its FDI strategy towards a more selective and targeted approach, prioritising multinational corporations, strategic investors, and those possessing core technologies and advanced governance capabilities.
Priority sectors include high technology, innovation, data centres, logistics, seaports, supporting industries, international finance, green growth and other high value-added industries.
Investment promotion activities are also being reformed, moving beyond general conferences and project listings to more targeted engagement tailored to specific markets, investor groups and priority sectors.
Authorities aim to accompany investors throughout the entire process, from initial exploration to project implementation, in order to improve conversion rates from interest to actual investment.
Strengthening linkages between foreign-invested enterprises and domestic firms is also seen as a key solution to enhance spillover effects and deepen integration within local supply chains.
Vũ said HCM City has set a target of more than 10 per cent economic growth in 2026. But in the first quarter the city only achieved growth of around 8 per cent, which was however higher than in the same period in the last two years.
Domestic consumption remains a critical pillar, with total retail sales of goods and services rising by 13.7 per cent. Tourism continues to be a major growth driver, generating VNĐ150 trillion in revenues, nearly half the full-year target.
With the country’s large population, the domestic market is expected to serve as a buffer amid uncertainties in global trade.
To meet the full-year growth target, the city will need to achieve at least 10.3 per cent growth in the first half and 11.5-12.5 per cent in the second half.
Looking ahead to the 2026-30 period, Vũ emphasised that institutional reforms would play a crucial role alongside traditional growth drivers such as investment, consumption and exports.
Two major policy frameworks currently under development, the Special Urban Law and the city’s master plan, are expected to serve as key levers for sustaining double-digit growth. These would enable the city to transition from a policy-implementing locality to a more proactive policy-making entity.
Planning consultants are currently benchmarking the city against Hà Nội and other major global metropolitan areas with similar scale and strategic roles to shape a new development model based on three zones, special areas and growth corridors. 
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[bookmark: _Toc227242452]HCM City approves six housing projects for foreign ownership
VET

[bookmark: _Toc227242453]Since 2025, the city has announced similar lists five times, bringing the total number of projects open to foreign buyers to 123.
Ho Chi Minh City has announced a list of six housing projects eligible for foreign ownership, as part of efforts to attract international capital and meet rising demand from expatriates.
The developments are located across various parts of the city, ranging from large-scale urban complexes to mid-range apartment projects.
The largest is the nearly 50-hectare One World project in Thuan Giao ward, developed by Kim Oanh Group, which is expected to offer a modern and well-equipped living environment. Also in the former Binh Duong area, the Phu Dong SkyOne apartment project, covering more than 5,300 square meters, will add to the mid-range housing segment, which is considered highly liquid among foreign buyers.
In Binh Trung ward, two residential projects—Binh Trung Dong and Doan Nguyen—have also been included. Covering around 57,700 square meters and 60,700 square meters respectively, they are expected to provide additional options for foreigners seeking housing in the city.
Other projects include a mixed-use residential and commercial development on Hong Bang Street in Binh Tay ward, and a high-rise complex combining residential, office and commercial functions along Ben Binh Dong Boulevard.
Since 2025, the city has announced similar lists five times, bringing the total number of projects open to foreign buyers to 123. The move is expected to boost the real estate market and support the city’s ambition to become an international financial and innovation hub.
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[bookmark: _Toc227242455]Spanning nearly 19,000 sq.m, the Vinh An Hoa Social Housing Area will feature five 12-story social housing apartment blocks alongside adjacent commercial townhouses.
Authorities of Da Nang city in central Vietnam have approved the investment policies and assigned developers for two major social housing projects located in Nui Thanh Commune.
The Vinh An Hoa Social Housing project that will be developed by Holdings Ngoi Sao Viet Joint Stock Company is situated on land plots A3 and A4 within the workers' housing zone of the Chu Lai Open Economic Zone.
Spanning nearly 19,000 sq.m, the development will feature five 12-story social housing apartment blocks alongside adjacent commercial townhouses. The project will also include auxiliary facilities such as parking lots, a community center, a kindergarten, and other essential infrastructure. The total estimated investment exceeds VND684 billion ($25 million).
The project is scheduled for implementation between 2026 and 2028, with an operational term of 50 years starting from the date of land allocation or lease.
Meanwhile, the Nui Thanh Social Housing project, that will be developed by Ha My Hung Group Joint Stock Company, covers over 22,000 sq.m with a total investment of more than VND885.2 billion ($33 million).
The project will be located at plots A1 and A2 in the workers' housing zone of the Chu Lai Open Economic Zone.
Its construction is slated to run from the first quarter of 2026 through the end of the fourth quarter of 2028. The primary goal is to provide social housing apartments for sale to eligible beneficiaries under current housing policies, while also developing commercial housing areas in accordance with the Law on Housing.
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[bookmark: _Toc227242457]Khanh Hoa kicks off construction of $2.2 billion Ca Na LNG power plant
VIR

A $2.2 billion deal for a liquefied natural gas power plant has been signed in Khanh Hoa province, the first such venture selected through an international bidding process under the National Power Development Plan VIII.
On April 10, Khanh Hoa People's Committee and the Trung Nam–Sideros River investor consortium signed the contract to implement the Ca Na Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) power plant. The project aims to supplement energy supply, ensure national energy security, and meet growth requirements.
The plant is designed to use the combined-cycle gas turbine technology with a capacity of 1,500 MW. It is expected to supply around 9 billion kWh per year to the national grid.
It will also feature an LNG storage and regasification system with a capacity of 1 to 1.2 million tonnes per year and a storage tank of 220,000 cubic metres. Other facilities include an LNG import terminal, a 2,400m-long eastern breakwater, and supporting infrastructure.
The site covers nearly 140 hectares of land and water surface, with total capital estimated at over VND57 trillion ($2.2 billion). The venture is scheduled to be completed and operational by 2030.
Trinh Minh Hoang, Vice Chairman of Khanh Hoa People’s Committee, said, “This is a key venture in the energy sector. Once operational, it is expected to make a significant contribution to the local budget while creating employment and shifting the economic structure towards industry and energy.”
At the event, Ca Na Port and Vietnam Development Bank signed a credit contract for phase one of the port project, with maximum mobilised capital of VND3 trillion (approximately $114 million) and a commitment to full disbursement by July 2027.
The port is planned as a deepwater facility capable of receiving vessels of 300,000 to 500,000 tonnes. It also aims to develop a multimodal logistics system and a transshipment centre serving import and export activities, particularly for energy sectors including wind power, offshore wind power, and super-long and super-heavy cargo.
Nguyen Tam Thinh, chairman of Trungnam Group, said, "By implementing these two ventures, we are committed to accompanying Khanh Hoa province in establishing an infrastructure chain of port, terminal, LNG power plant, and a green industrial park in the near future."
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[bookmark: _Toc227242458]MoIT to ensure power supply security for 2026
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The Ministry of Industry and Trade (MoIT) has reaffirmed that Vietnam’s power supply in 2026 will be fully secured, supported by proactive planning scenarios and synchronised solutions across generation, transmission, and demand management.
	


Speaking at the ministry’s regular press briefing for the first quarter held in Hanoi on April 9, Nguyen The Huu, deputy director-general of the Electricity Authority of Vietnam, said that extreme weather patterns have already begun to put pressure on the system earlier than expected.
According to Huu, northern Vietnam experienced its first heatwave as early as March 31, driving a sharp increase in electricity consumption.
“The figure of around 1 billion kWh is not a national record, as similar levels have been recorded in previous years, but it is the highest since the beginning of the year up to March 31. By April 7, demand had risen even further,” he said, attributing the surge primarily to prolonged hot weather conditions.
The MoIT has approved the national power supply plan for 2026 based on a baseline load growth scenario of 8.5 per cent, with an extreme dry-season scenario reaching up to 14.1 per cent.
To date, cumulative load growth has exceeded 6 per cent, remaining within planned thresholds. However, officials warned that continued heatwaves, combined with urban heat island effects, could drive demand significantly higher, placing additional strain on the national grid.
To ensure system stability, the MoIT has directed all stakeholders across the electricity value chain to implement coordinated measures.
Hydropower reservoirs, particularly in northern Vietnam, are currently maintaining high water storage levels in preparation for peak demand during the dry season. This has temporarily reduced hydropower’s share in the generation mix, which will be adjusted later depending on inflows during the rainy season.
On the fuel supply side, the PV GAS has doubled its regasification capacity from over 7 million cubic metres per day to approximately 15 million cu.m per day. This upgrade significantly enhances gas supply capability, ensuring sufficient fuel for gas-fired power plants in line with dispatch requirements from the National System and Market Operation Company.
The move is expected to improve flexibility in power generation in the Southeast region, helping meet southern demand, particularly during late afternoon peak hours when solar output declines.
Meanwhile, the Vung Ang 2 thermal power venture has officially entered commercial operation, adding around 1,200 MW to the national grid.
In terms of transmission, the National Power Transmission Corporation has upgraded the capacity of the 500kV Mai Chau substation in Hoa Binh province, strengthening power transfer capability and improving electricity supply to northern Vietnam.
Vietnam’s revised Power Development Plan VIII sets an ambitious target of reaching total installed capacity of 183,000–236,000 MW by 2030, roughly two to three times the current level. However, a number of projects remain behind schedule due to regulatory and implementation bottlenecks.
To address these challenges, the National Assembly has introduced new policies for national energy development in the 2026–2030 period. The related resolution aims to streamline procedures for adjusting power plans and assigning project investors, thereby accelerating implementation.
Deputy Minister Nguyen Sinh Nhat Tan added that the MoIT has instructed relevant departments to review the implementation progress of the revised plan, with a focus on expediting delayed projects.
Alongside supply expansion, Tan emphasised the critical role of demand-side management in ensuring power security. He highlighted the importance of promoting efficient and economical electricity use, including optimising consumption patterns by time and location.
“The close coordination between supply and demand will be a decisive factor in ensuring stable electricity provision for both economic development and daily life in 2026,” he said.
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[bookmark: _Toc227242461]Government lists 20 key databases
VLLF

The electronic identity database and the national artificial intelligence database are among 20 key databases on the newly promulgated List of national databases.
Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Chi Dung has signed a decision promulgating the List of national databases.
The list, issued under Decision 11/2026/QD-TTg dated March 28, includes the national synthetic database, national population database, the location identification database, the electronic identity database, the national database on exit and entry, the national database on handling of administrative violations, the national artificial intelligence (AI) database, the national database on business registration, the national database on insurance, the national land database, the national database on health, the national database on education and training, among others.
According to the decision, the Ministry of Public Security is tasked to organise, provide guidance on, and inspect and urge, the implementation of the Decision. The ministry will coordinate with related authorities in synthesizing, reviewing and proposing amendments or supplements to the List of national databases for submission to the Prime Minister for approval.
Ministries, ministerial-level agencies, government-attached agencies and provincial-level People’s Committees will develop the national databases under their respective management, ensuring compliance with the National Data Architecture Framework, the National Data Governance and Management Framework, and the Shared Data Dictionary. They will work with the Ministry of Public Security in proposing updates and adjustments to the List of national databases and directing their subordinate agencies to strictly comply with data-related regulations in the course of building databases.
The Decision says that data sharing methods must comply with the Government’s Decree 278/2025/ND-CP on mandatory data connection and sharing among agencies within the political system, and other relevant regulations.
Decision 11/2026/QD-TTg will come into force on May 19.
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[bookmark: _Toc227242462]Tax resolution on petrol, oil, aviation fuel adopted
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[bookmark: _Toc227242464]The resolution introducing key provisions on environmental protection tax, value-added tax and excise tax applicable to petrol, oil and aviation fuel passed by the National Assembly on April 12 takes effect from April 16, 2026, to June 30, 2026.
National Assembly adopts a resolution introducing key provisions on environmental protection tax, value-added tax, and excise tax for petrol, oil and jet fuel on April 12 (Photo: VNA
The National Assembly on April 12 adopted a resolution introducing key provisions on environmental protection tax, value-added tax and excise tax applicable to petrol, oil and aviation fuel.
Earlier, lawmakers heard Minister of Finance Ngo Van Tuan, authorised by the Prime Minister, present a report explaining, reviewing and revising the draft resolution. The Government fully incorporated feedback from the National Assembly Standing Committee, the Committee on Economic and Financial Affairs, and deputies, and completed the draft in coordination with relevant agencies in accordance with legislative procedures.
Under the resolution, which consists of four articles, the environmental protection tax rate is set at zero for petrol (excluding ethanol), diesel, kerosene, mazut fuel oil and aviation fuel.
These products are also not subject to VAT declaration or payment, but input VAT remains deductible.
The excise tax rate on all types of petrol is set at 0%.
The resolution takes effect from April 16, 2026, to June 30, 2026.
It also allows the Government to adjust the effective period and, in urgent cases, amend tax-related provisions to respond to market fluctuations, subject to subsequent reporting to the National Assembly.
During its validity, the resolution will prevail in case of inconsistencies with other legal documents on the three tax categories. Businesses and importers of the specified fuel products are not required to declare or pay VAT at import or sale stages.
Other tax matters not covered in the resolution will continue to be governed by existing laws and regulations on taxation and tax administration. 
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